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Effects of task complexity (£ reasoning demands) on functional adequacy in
foreign language writing

This project is a continuation of a study initiated in 2025 in collaboration with Laura Sanchez
(Stockholm University) and partially financed by CSL. After examining how task complexity,
specifically reasoning demands, affects linguistic performance (measures of Complexity,
Accuracy, Lexis, and Fluency - CALF) in Spanish narrative writing, and secondary school
students’ perceptions of task complexity, the focus now shifts to functional adequacy (FA),
also known as communicative adequacy. FA assesses how effectively a writer completes a
communicative task and conveys meaning to a reader. It is evaluated through human rating
using a multidimensional scale comprising four dimensions: Task Requirements, Content,
Comprehensibility, and Coherence & Cohesion. Its importance is justified by the fact that
linguistic correctness and complexity alone cannot ensure success in task performance, as they
are not necessarily related to other aspects such as successful information transfer, pragmatic
appropriateness, and textual coherence. The central research question is: What are the effects
of manipulating task complexity along the reasoning demands dimension on FA in foreign
language writing? Additionally, the study aims to explore how non-expert raters, i.e.,
secondary school teachers already involved in the study, perceive the importance of each FA
dimension.



