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This conference arises from co-opera0on through the KOSS network (Knowledge and Quality across 
Schools and Teacher Educa0on). This has been funded by the Swedish Research Council (2019-2023) as 
a network in Subject Didac0cs (Ämnesdidak0k) within the wider field of Educa0onal Sciences. The core 
of the network has involved research groups in subject-specific educa0on in Sweden, Finland and 
England and has s0mulated links interna0onally. As a result, we now wish to extend the reach of the 
network and to invite discussion of tradi0ons and contemporary trends in subject didac0cs more widely. 
This implies reflec0on on the history and current rela0on between general didac0cs and subject 
didac0cs and on specific developments in subject didac0c research, highligh0ng the importance of 
transna0onal, interdisciplinary research that has been developed in the last years. The conference also 
places an emphasis on research regarding professional development and teacher educa0on, on teachers 
and students as reflec0ve and ac0ve par0cipants in teaching and learning in 0mes of societal change 
and challenges, as well as on curricula, their development and studies in this research field. Thus, the 
conference focuses on four major aspects: 

• Subject didac0c research: The conference aims at comparing and reflec0ng on the broad 
approaches and contents of subject didac0c research in Europe and beyond, and it aims at 
fostering transna0onal and interdisciplinary research in subject didac0cs, e.g., research on 
powerful knowledge (Young, 2013), knowledge transforma0ons (Gericke et al., 2018) and 
epistemic quality (Hudson et al., 2023). 

• Professional development and teacher educa0on: Research on professional development and 
teacher educa0on remains a core focus of educa0onal research and is oZen linked with subject 
didac0cs. Current research in this field will be discussed to highlight the importance of teachers´ 
subjec0ve theories, beliefs and agency when it is up to understand what cons0tutes classroom 
interac0on, enabling Bildung and e.g., transforming powerful knowledge. 

• Subject teaching and learning from the perspec0ves of students: The students´ perspec0ves on 
teaching and learning, on Bildung, their own interests, needs and developmental tasks has been 
a research field in many ways, e.g., in Bildungsgangforschung in the German speaking countries. 
The conference aims to discuss and promote research on student learning and their role as 
creators of their own development/Bildung. 



• Curriculum development and compara0ve curriculum studies: Societal changes and 
contemporary societal pressure impose the need to rethink curricula in every school subject and 
at all stages of schooling. The conference therefore highlights research in curriculum studies and 
especially on compara0ve curriculum studies to learn from specific contexts and outlooks in 
other countries. 

The conference aims to bring together researchers at an interna0onal level who are ac0ve and interested 
in subject didac0c research. Contribu0ons in rela0on to theore0cal approaches as well as empirical 
studies and from doctoral students are welcome. Papers may be submi]ed for presenta0ons of 30 
minutes dura0on (plus 20 minutes for subsequent discussion) as well as workshop contribu0ons (with 
approximately 20 minutes of presenta0on and 30 minutes of joint work phase). To submit a paper, please 
email an abstract (1 page, approx. 2,500 characters including spaces) to Anke Wegner (wegner@uni-
trier.de) by October 31, 2023. The conference will be held in English.  
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We are looking forward to your contribu0ons!  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Cose]e Crisan, Niklas Gericke, Brian Hudson, Yvonne Liljekvist, Chris0na Olin-Scheller, Mikko Puus0nen, 
Mar0n Stolare, Anke Wegner 

 
 
 
 

 


