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multiple land-use

- cooperation and conflict



UTMARK

(outfield)



extension of the farm
extension of innmarka (infield)

the communities common free resources

cooperation on designing sophisticated 
rules

a fare from harmonic cooperation

utmark
- strong historic connection to the agrarian local community
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a transformation of
the utmark

• from grazing area to attractive 
attraction for the travel operators

• «to bring the value creation back to 
the local farmers»

• some places and other places…..

the new economy
- from production to consumption



Steven Best and the 
new economy

• the society of the
commodity

• the society of the
spectacle

• the society of the
simulacrum



the society of the 
commodity

• came with the money economy 
(capitalism)

• from being the farmers food to 
become the commodity which 
gave the farmer food.

• a transformation from food to 
commodity

• exported out of the community



the society of the 
spectacle

• a new transformation of the sheep 
• the goods is the experience of 

seeing the sheep-farmers running 
their boots off gathering the 
sheep 

• the farmer is the actor and the 
sheep the scenery in what we 
experience as an authentic 
theater about rural culture



the society of the 
simulacrum

• we participate ourselves in the 
gathering of the sheep and 
simulate being farmers

• take selfies and post it on 
Facebook

«what taste better than lamb rack 
after a long day in the mountains?»



the new utmark
• a shift in the meaning or maybe also 

the purpose of Utmarka
• an arena for self-representation for a 

symbol consuming middleclass
• a symbol for our conspicuous 

consumption 
• a requisite for our energetic 

projection of identities 
• new users into Utmarka who seeks 

legitimacy for their own interests 





then came the bio-
economy

food crises
climate crises
oil-price-crises

• a shift towards neo-productivism
• new buzz words 

• sustainable intensification
• the green shift
• bio-economy

will have effect on the rural and utmarka
growing conflict between different users



to live together as humans

• we are different
• interests and motive
• traditions and religion
• capital
• social field

«we tend to avoid engaging socially with 
people unlike ourselves» 

(Richard Sennett 2012)



«cooperation is a craft,… »
«… and the foundation for skillful
cooperation lie in learning to listen 
well»

(Richard Sennett 2009)

debate
• is only about positioning

discuss
• reaching mutual goals through 

dialog between equally 
respected partners



the imaginary tragedy
• the tragedy of the commons

• parallel strengthening of the 
believes on private property and 
strong national control

• private – business development
• state – conservation/protected areas

«needier privatization nor nationalization 
seems to work well» (Ostrom 1990, 2005)

self-organized governance 
institutions



self-organized governance institutions
• the best regimes:

• lived together for a long time 
• are best adapted to the resources 

they are set to manage
• the most sophisticated and well 

adjusted monitoring-, decisions- and 
sanctioning mechanism

• highest level of trust and the 
legitimacy

• local governance system based on 
voluntary cooperation built upon 
joint rules and practice – under 
certain conditions – are much more 
efficient than both private and 
national control



the conditions

• can’t work alone
• part of the larger society

• secure their internal legitimacy and 
authority

• need real right to make 
• their own rules
• monitor 
• sanction 

• resource boundaries in 
accordance to the governing 
institution

• accept and respect all partners 
legal rights



governance is a craft
… and craftsmanship are best learned from 
working together with the craftsman.

“the best governance model is the untried”

• what role should the
• landowner
• the local community
• the municipality
• the regional or county level 
• and the state
have in defining the rules, monitoring and 
sanctioning?

• how should they work together?
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